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individuals for their observations, which I
myself, and I believe Mr. Smith, likewise,
were ignorant of whilst iunstigating the
subject.

To Mr. Smith I will sav is due that share
of the discovery in which he proved and de-
scribed what Berkeley and others previ-
ously imagined, viz., that the body known
as ergot was not a fungus but a diseased
grain, and I reserve for myself the substan-
tiating of his views by a different and more
perfect proceeding; and also as being the
first to observe the parasitic fungus to deve-
lop throughout all its stages up to maturity,
and to arrive at a perfect plant, unconnected
with any part of a grass; which fungne,
being new and undescribed, I considered I
had the privilege of naming Ergotcrtia, and
did think of taking the specific name of it
after Mr. Smith, as F. B. mentions, on ac-
count of my respect for him, and also be-
cause he was the first that I was then aware
of to detect it in a place where it was not
before observed, which fact went a con-
siderahle way towards pointing out the true
origin of ergot; but by the advice and sug-
gestion of a mutual friend, Mr. N. B. Ward,
of Wellclose-square, I adopted the term

abortans, for reasons which F. B. has assign-
ed ; and had I any doubt of Mr. Smith’s
share of the discovery, is it probable that I
ever should have proposed his name as being
fitted to form the specific one of the newly
discovered genus?

I trust from what has been said, that I
have acted in no way to deprive Mr. Smith
of his claims; and, in fact, here I allow
them ; and if I did not speak of them so
fully as he wished, I did not deny them, or
speak in any way against his discovery in
my paper.
There is one more point that I must take

notice of :-F. B. remarks that I " may, by
subsequent observation and research, have
develuped some minutiae which do not ap-
pear in the paper of Mr. Smith, is what
might be expected, and need not be denied."
Now great care is taken to withhold the
nature of these minutiae, and, in fact, these ’,
minuti&aelig; are all that I do claim, being the
development of the fungus, apart from the
plant, and proving that the bodies in the in-
terior, which had been supposed to be spo-
rules of the fungus, are nothing but fatty
particles, incapable of producing ergot,
being, in fact, the most substantial of the
proofs that the ergot is a diseased grain, and
not a fungus, containing sporules, as Phi-
lippar, and previous investigators, had ima.
gined.

I am sorry to be obliged to make this pub-
lic reply to accusations brought against me
by an anonymous correspondent, but I trust
that nothing I may have said will prove
offensive to Mr. Smith ; and I beg to assure
that gentleman (for whom I, as well as many
others, have alway. entertained the greatest

respect), that nothing do I here state with
the view of depreciating his abilities, or
wishing to detract anything from his merits;
and I do hope that Mr. Smith and F. B. will
feel satisfied with this explanation. At the
same time I must remark, that should a far-
ther correspondence be entered into, I shall
not take notice of any more anonymous com-
munications, and have to express my regret
that I have taken up so much of your valn.
able pages in refuting accusations brought
against me. I remain yours obliged,

EDWIN J. Q{1EKETT.
50, Wellclose-square, June 26, 1839.

EDWIN J. QUEKETT.

REDUCTION OF HERNIA.

J. SAWKINS, M.R.C.S.L.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
Silt :-I trust the following case will be

considered of sufficient importance to merit
a space in your valuable Journal. I am,
Sir, your obedient servant,

Towcester, June 20, 1839.

On the 28th of January I was called upon
to visit Elizabeth Dunkley, aged 66, an
out-door pauper, residing in Towcester, but
belonging to the parish of Grafton. She
was of a weak, emaciated constitution, and
much troubled with dyspepsia. She com-
plained of great tenderness, and pain on
pressure, of the abdomen, which she had
experienced two days previous to my visit,
the bowels not having been opened since
the 26th; a weak pulse ; tongue white and
coated, and considerable pain in the head.
I imagined the above symptoms indicated
constipation of the bowels, therefore I
ordered her some aperient medicine, and
told her I would call in the course of two
or three hours. On my second visit she
stated she could not retain the medicine,
and, in fact, everything she took was

ejected ; her bowels had not been relieved,
and there was now great anxiety depicted
in her countenance. My suspicions led me
to inquire whether she had any swelling
in the abdomen ; she replied in the affirm-
ative, and, upon examination, I found a

hard, unyielding tumour on the right side,
about the size of a small egg, which, with
the attendant symptoms, fully confirmed me
she was labouring under strangulated crural
hernia. I applied the taxis for some time,
(first pressing the tumour downwards and
then upwards, as the course strictly recolll-
mended by the works on hernia) but without
success. I left her, to request Mr. Watkins
to see her; he attempted the same means,
but without avail. I then suggested to
him the passing of the tube of the sto-

mach-pomp per anum. I inserted the tube
its whole length ; a great quantity of con-
fined air escaped, the tumour gradually re-
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laxing, and shortly afterwards, on pntting 

my hand upon it, the hernia was reduced.By the following morning all the urgent
symptoms had abated, the bowels had been
relieved, the pain and tenderness of the
abdomen had left her, and she was in every
respect comfortable, only feeling a soreness
about the inguinal region.

I cannot but strongly recommend to all,
in cases either of crural, inguinal, or ven-
tral hernia, the adoption of such simple
means for their reduction before they have
recourse to the more dangerous application
of the knife. In the above case no other
remedies were resorted to but the taxis,
therefore the success depended alone on the
efficacy&mdash;which, I trust, will be more fre-
queutly resorted to-of the stomach-pump
tube.

ON SPINAL IRRITATION.

MTATTHEW GIBSON, Surgeon.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR:&mdash;May I request a space in your
widely-circulated Journal, for the following
remarks and cases illustrative of spinal
irritation. I am, Sir, your most obedient
servant,

Sussex-place, Adelphi-street, Glasgow,
13th June, 1839.

It is a curious circumstance in the history
of medicine, that, although that morbid con-
dition of the origin of the spinal nerves
called " epinat irritation " constitutes one
of the most important and complicated afrec.
tions of the nervous system, it has been al-
most entirely overlooked ; and the more
astonishing, too, when we consider that the
disease was not unknown in the days of
Galen.

From the paucity of writings on the sub-
ject, either in our systematic works or pe.
riodicals, its occurrence would appear to he
considered very uncommon,and tbe violence
of its symptoms by no means extreme. My
practice, however, has led me to a con-

clusion decidedly different, and I find it to

be by no means of rare occurrence; but
from the sometimes insidious nature of the
symptoms present-from the disease being
seated in one place and the symptoms in
another-we may, perhaps, explain why it is
so much neglected.
The subjects of this complaint are gene.

rally females, particularly young females ;
it is also occasionally to be met with in

males, although much less frequent. Speak-
ing generally, this disease is but aimple or
trilling in its nature, more especially when
the symptoms are not acute, and the health
is not much impaired ; but wbea it is over-
looked for say considerable length of tise
it assumes as appearawe particularly dis.tressing ard obstisate, and mercover, fre-

quently produces such serious and formid-
able disease in distant organs as to threaten
even dissolution.

In making these preliminary remarks, I
cannot avoid noticing an observation which
fell from the lips of Mr. Headland, in the
Medical Society, Friday, 4th March. 1839.
In speaking of spinal irritation he says!
" Regarding examination of the spinal co-
lumn in anomalous and other caaes, he

thought there was too much atteation paid
to this region by many practitioners. Ten-
derness of the spine existed in almost alt
delicate females, in whom there was no

collateral symptoms of dbease; its pre-
sence was, therefore, no proof of the cause
of many affections which did exist." I
would ask Mr. H. where we are to look
for the origin of these anomalous and long-
protracted nervous diseases, but either in
the brain or spinal chord 1 I would be
bound to say, if the physician’s or surgeon’.
attention was oftener and sooner directed to
the nervous centres, or distant cause, and
less applications applied to the extremities
of the irritated nerves, or local all’ection,
there would be fewer cases of these pro-
tracted diseases. It is the conrpticated
nature of the symptoms simulating other
diseases, which generally detracts the prac-
titioner’s attention from the real origin or
seat of the complaint ; and it is not till all
remedies have failed that they begin to
think of the spinal column.

I perfectly agree with Messrs. Pilcherand Crisp in believing that instead of the
spinal chord being too frequently examined,
it is not paid sufficient attention to, more-
over, 11 shamt-fullv neglected." As regards
the tenderness of the spine in almost all
delicate females, I perfertty concur in Mr.
Pilcher’s remarks,-" It is not to be won-
dered at that young ladies should experience
this symptom when pressed in some par-
ticular part of the vertebral column, inas-
much as not one in a hundred is perfect!y
straight, owing to the present ticious sys.
tem of physical education." I would ask,
what is the cause of all this delicateness in
females? Is it not entirely owing to the
morbid state of the vertebral column? When
or where was there ever a case recorded
where a person in sound health bad a dia-
eased spine ? t Indeed, I believe that ten-
derness of the spine cannot exiet unless the
patient be more or less in declining health.
I conclude these remarks in the words of
Dr. T. Thomson, that " Mr. Headland, in

wishing to present extremes in others, had
himself fallen into the same error; and itt

asserting that because tenderness of the
spine was a constant symptom in delicate
females, it was no reason why this symp.
tom in many cases might not be one of much
importance."
Tte effects produced by the disease it

qaeatioa are woederfully aumerous, aiace


